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ABSTRACT

This Paper attempts to compare and analyze nurlasifiers of Bodo, Rabha and KokBorok languadégy
have been recognised with same sub-group and tligsated together in North-East India. (Chatterjuni Kumar,
Kirata Jana Kriti, 2007, page -45-46). Some Simiks and Dissimilarities are found among theseyleges. Each

language has its own Structures and Functionsrimenal classifiers.
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INTRODUCTION

Bodo, Rabha and KokBorok languages has developed $ame sub-group of Tibeto-Burman branch of the-Si
Tibetan language family which is second largesglmye family in the world. These languages spreatifierent places
in North-East India. Today the Bodo and Rabha thge& basic concentration in Assam and the KokBanokripura. The
gap in communication and relation among these lages led to dissimilarities among them. To study historical

relationship between these languages many compastidy has been done by writers and researchers.
Scope of Study
« {p"ang}: This classifier is used in Bodo languagetfee, herb and climbers.

For example -

P"ang — se goi or goang — se. (one areca nut tree)

P"ang — nyit"aizuu or faizyup'ang — myi. (Two mango trees)

» {gong}: This classifier is used for things, houseusical instruments, furniture, household articfeshing, hunting

tools, agricultural tools, transport, electronicdiaeand many things.
For example —

gong — se fanzong or kanzong gong — se. (One comb)

gong — i no or no gong —ugi.(Two houses)

gong — famsipung or sipung gong "am. (Three flutes)

gong — bugibisina or bisina gong — tyi. (Four beds)

gong — bdlyrsi or fuyrsi gong — ba. (Five dishes)
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For

gong — dozeKai or zeRai gong — Bo. (Six fishing tools)

gong — sniruja or ruga gong — sni. (Seven axes)

gong — dainladt or laof'i gong — dain.(Eight sticks)

gong — gunao or nao gong — gu. (Nine boats)

gong —zi T.V.or T. V. gong — zi.(Ten Televisipns

{t"ai}: This classifiers is used for fruits and vedsés.

example —

T"ai — se alir or f'alirt"ai — se. (one banana)

T"ai — nyit"aibeng ortaibengtai — nyi. (Two cucumbers)

T"ai — fampanftao or parfeof'ai — fam. (Three brinjals)

{pong}: This classifiers is used for human spediting, kicking hands and beating with sticks.
For example —

Pong — se batra or batra pong — se. (One word)

Pong — mjizugnai or aynai pong — nyi. (Two kick)

Pong — tambunai or bunai pong 2am. (Three times beating)

{dung}: This classifier is used for long and flexilikengs like —hair, rope, necklace, tail, string aeictrical string.

For example —
dung — se kanai or Ranaidyng — se. (A hair)
duyngnjidirung or dirungadgng — nyi. (Two ropes)
dung — fam mala or malawng — fam. (Three necklaces)
dung - bugilanzai or lanzaiding — bryi. (Four tails)
dujng — bakundung or Rundungdyng — ba. (Five strings)
{t"ong}: This classifier is used in Bodo languagedutting bamboo, and tree for posts.
For example —
+ t"ong — se funtia or Kuntia fong — se. (One post)
+ t'ong — nyisalK'unt'a or salkunta fong — nyi. (Two posts of weaving loom)
» {dung}: This classifier is used in Bodo language fiole of insects.
For example —

dung — se fangKraigudung or fanK'raigudung dung — se. (One hole of crab)
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dung — mgianzorgudung or anzorgudung dungu.n(Two holes of rat)
« {g"or}: This classifier is used in Bodo language fovadl and round things like — seeds, stones.
For example —
g'or — se sibing or sibindgr — se. (One lentil)
g'or — nyibut" or bufgor — ni. (Two grams)
gor — famontai or onfaig'or — fam. (Three stones)
« {muwzuymy}: This classifier is used for handful of thingkd — rice, paddy seed, sugar, sand, soil and seeds
For example —
Muzyym — se mai or maimzum — se. (One handful of paddy seeds)
MujZuym — nisini or sinimyzuym — nyi. (Two handful of sugars)
muzym — fambala or balamzym — fam. (Three handful of sands)
mujzuym — bigidali or dalimyzum — bryi. (Four handful of dhal seeds)

« {haldinga}: This classifier is used for a string mkat, insects andfishes. Sometimes for fruitsetadgiesand

flowers too.
For example —
haldinga — njikhusengra or khusengrahaldingawin(Two strings of one kind of insects)
haldinga —'tamna or nahaldinga 2am. (Three strings of fishes)
haldinga — bujipit"ai or pit'aihaldinga — huji. (Four strings of fruits)
Classifiers of Rabha Language
» {sak}: This classifiers is used for human beindlabha language.
For example —
sak — safai or K'aisak — sa. (One man)
sak — niNtriNgir or triNgirsak — niN. (Two studeits
« {ma}: This classifier is used for all kinds of arébirds, insects, water animals and creature.
For example —
ma — samasu or masu ma — sa. (One cow)
ma — niNfok"a or fok"a ma — niN. (Two crows)
ma — tamK'aroK' or K'arok' ma — tam. (Three cockroaches)

ma — €ar K'en or Ken ma — ar. (Four crabs)
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ma — balukbaKlor luk'bak' ma — ba. (Five frogs)
« {p"aN}: This classifier is used for tree, herb andntlers.
For example —
p"aN — sakui or K'uip"aN — sa. (One areca nut tree)
p"an — niNfoc'o or glod'op"aN — niN. (Two mango trees)
p'aN — famzaluk or zalup"aN — fam. (Three chilli trees)
p"aN — ¢a narim or narimfaN — ¢a. (Four cucumber trees)

« {k"on}: This classifier is used in Rabha languageléaves, pieces of cloths, wings, books and pajpéirs,
kinds of flat things, house, household things, ifune, musical instruments, fishing tools, huntitopls,

agricultural tools, utensils, transport, sport addcational tools and so on.
For example —
k"on — sasak or sakdn — sa. (A leaf)
k"on — niNnen or nerflon — niN. (Two cloths)
k'on — famf'areN or tareNKon — fam. (Three wings)
k'on — dar boi or boikon — &ar. (Four books)
k"on — banok or nokkhon — ba. (Five houses)
k'on — soikoceN or Kocd'eNK'on — soi. (Six combs)
k'on — siyaltibil or t"ibilk"on — siya. (Seven tables)
k"on — gin domphol or'dmg'olk"on — gin. (Eight drums)
k"on — gin Rodur or KodurK'on — gin. (Eight baskets for keeping fish)
k"'on—biNbaKeN or bakeNK'on — biN. (Nine axes)
k"on — sdlat'uyrsi or fuyrsik’on - sata. (Ten dishes)
k'on — sdtatringdam or tringdanflen — sdia. (Ten schools)
« {t"e}: This classifier is used in Rabha language foits and vegetables.
For example —
te — sapol or podo t'e — sa. (A mango)
t"e — niNbarftao or barflao fe — niN. (Two brinjals)
« {t"uka}: This classifier is used for the human speech.

For example —
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t"uka — sakda or katat'uka — sa. (One word)
t"uka — niNkalta or tafaf'uka — niN. (Two words)
» {tung}: This classifier is used for long and flexiliténgs like — rope, hair, necklaces, tail, strimgl o on.
For example —
tugng — sakur or Kurtung — sa. (A rope)
tuyng — sakoro or Korotyng — sa. (A hair)
tugng — niNzimi or zimitgng — niN. (Two tails)
tuyng — famnentteng or neffengtyng — fam. (Three strings)
« {t"ok}: This classifier is used in Rabha languagedi@ps of liquids.
For example —
t"ok — saboki or d'okit"ok — sa. (A drop of wine)
t"ok — niNmaéu-p’u or mao-p'ut’ok — niN. (Two drops of milk)
« {bada}: This classifier is used for bunch of fruiilee — areca nut, grapes, coconut and litchi.
For example —
bada — sdkii or K'uibada — sa. (A bunches of areca nuts)
bada — sanariyol or nariyolbada — sa. (A bunchoobauts)
bada — niNlesu or lesubada — niN. (A bunch of igth
» {pal}: This classifier is used in case of flock lmifds, herd of cows, cattle etc.
For example —
pal — sabugil or bugil pal — sa. (A herd of cranes)
pal — samasu or masu pal — sa. (A herd of cows)
« {halsiN}: This classifier is used for a string a$lies, meat or so on.
For example —
halsiN — sana or nahalsiN — sa. (A string of fi3hes
halsiN — niN kaka or kaka halsiN — niN. (Two striofjmeats)
» {zor}: This classifier is used for pair of peoplesd birds.
For example —
Zor — samisa or misazor — sa. (A pair of girls)

zor — niNtiya or tiyazor — niN. (Two pair of parsyt
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Classifiers of Kokborok Language

» {khorok/borok}: This classifier is used in KokBord&nguage for human being.
For example —

kPorok — saborok or boroRérok — sa. (One man)

k"orok — nuiserai or serdiérok — nui. (Two children)

» {ma}: This classifier is used for all kinds of ards, insects, birds and creatures.
For example —

ma — samusuk or musuk ma — sa. (A cow)

ma — nuilarima or larima ma — nui. (Two butterflies

ma—tamtakum or takum ma —tam. (Three ducks)

« {p"ang}: This classifier is used for all kinds of tréerb and climbers.
For example —

p'ang — saboroi or bordiang — sa. (A plum tree)

p'ang — nuftalikor t'alikp"ang — nui. (Two banana trees)

p'ang — tamfantak or fantakp'ang — tam.(Three brinjal trees)

p'ang — bruimilok or milokfang — brui. (Four pumpkin trees)

« {k"ung}: This classifier is used for house, weapotisiads of household things, furniture, musicastimiments,

agricultural tools, hunting and fishing tools, w#sand any kind of things.
For example —
k'ung — sagatinok or gatinokkng — sa. (One kitchen)
k"'ung — samanui or mantlikng — sa. (A weapon)
k"ung — nuibetra or betrkng — nui. (Two combs)
k'ung — tamtailam or tailumbung — fam. (Three windows)
k"ung — bruigodal or goddling — brui. (Four spades)
k'ung — ba i or ¢ai K'ung — ba. (Five fishing nets)
k'ung — bamairang or mairarlyiag — ba. (Five dishes)
« {t"ai}: This classifier is used for fruits and vegdesh
For example —

t"ai — sajambi or jamBii — sa. (One lemon)
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t"ai — nuifanfakmukui or fantakmuKuit"ai — nui. (Two tomatoes)

» {pung}: This classifier is used for human speecH aeating by hands, kicking by legs and with othérgs like

stick.
For example —
pung — satapora or taporapung — sa. (One slab)
pung — nuiyamasung or yamasungpung — nui. (Twostiofiéick)
« {tung}: This classifier is used for long and fleléthings like rope, hair, tail and string.
For example —
tung — sakdung or kufungtung — sa. (A string)
tung — nuikanai or kanaitung — nui. (Two hairs)
tung — famdukui or dukuitung -"am. (Three ropes)
» {kok}: This classifier is used for small round tigis like seed.
For example —
kok — sasobai or sobaikok — sa. (One land till)
kok — nuihgiryy or hgirgkok — nui. (Two seeds of mustard oil)
e {lam}: This classifier is used for hole of insects.
For example —
lam — salgjlam or hylam lam — sa. (One hole)
lam — nuisinzohjlam or sinzolhjlam lam — nui. (Two holes of snake)
» {bar}: This classifier is used for flower.
For example —
bar — sabubar or bubar bar — sa. (One flower)
bar — nuibubar or bubar bar — nui. (Two flower)
» {lai}: This classifier is used in KokBorok languader leaves.
For example —
lai — sallai or byjlailai — sa. (One leaf)
lai — nuihylai or huylailai — nui. (Two leaves)
« {lap}: This classifier is used for small piecessiin.

For example —
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lap — sabufur or buKur lap — sa. (One piece of skin)
lap — nuibuRur or bukur lap — nui. (Two pieces of skin)

STRUCTURE OF CLASSIFIERS

The classifiers of these languages have some sitigitaand dissimilarities in structure. In Bodoalbha and
KokBorok languages the classifiers are found tartmmosyllabic and polysyllabic (more than one sy#alioo. Like in
Bodo {sa}, {ma}, {p"ang}, {gong}, {t"ai}, {p"ong}, {dwng}, {t"ong}, {dung}, {g"or}, are monosyllabic and some
classifier like {myzum}, {haldinga} are found to be polysyllabic.

In Rabha language the classifier {sak}, {maN},"&m}, {k"on}, {t"e}, {twng}, {t"ok}, {pal}, {zor} are
monosyllabic and {fuka}, {bada}, {halsing} are polysyllabic.

In KokBorok Language the classifiers like {ma},"gmg}, {k"ung}, {t"ai}, {pung}, {tung}, {kok}, {lam}, {bar},

{lai}, {lap} are monosyllabic and the classifier farok} is polysyllabic.

In KokBorok language maximum classifiers are motiabjc in structure than Bodo and Rabha languaggs.
first phonemes of classifiers of these Languagassswithconsonant phoneme than vowel phonemeAlikeolar fricative
voiceless consonant {s}, Bilabial voiced nasal @vent {m}, Bilabial stop voiceless consonant phoeefp}, velar
voiced stop unaspirated phoneme {g}, alveolar Vieise stop phoneme"}t Alveolar voiced stop phoneme {d}, glottal
fricative phoneme {h}, alveolar voiced fricative @ieme {z}, velar voiceless stop phonemé&}{lalveolar lateral voiced

phoneme {I} and bilabial stop voiced phoneme {b}.
FUNCTION OF CLASSIFIERS

The classifiers ofthese languages are used befateafier a noun words and before the numeral iteses.
Noun precedes or follows the classifier and mogshefclassifiers of these three languages are as&édund morpheme in

sentence.
CONCLUSIONS

This papertries to explore the similarities andsidislarities of classifiers of three cognate langesin structure
and function. In North-East India the four langudgmilies Indo-Aryan, Tibeto-Burman, Austro-Asiatimd Dravidian
(small number of Tamil speakers in Morch Distri€tManipur) are found. The Bodo, Rabha and KokBdpelong to the
Bodo group of Tibeto-Burman language group. Thiggpdries to highlight the unique characters otsiffers of Bodo
group of languages that it shares by other langutageilies.
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